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Key Highlights: 

• The Water Treatment committee is hosting a Taste & Odor workshop on October 7, 
2026, at Mercer Island Community Center with a hands-on portion led by SPU. The 
workshop will have virtual options for those unable to attend in person.  

• Each committee is busy working on selecting abstracts for the pre-conference and 
technical sessions for the 2027 Annual Conference. The conference program should be 
finalized by the end of October. 

• Committee budgets are ready and submitted for approval.  
• New committee members are always welcome and needed. The research committee is 

looking for a secretary. 
 

Background and Summary 
 
The Water Science Division includes four committees – Water Resources, Water Treatment, 
Water Quality, and Research. All four committees are working to deliver a strong technical 
program for the 2027 Section conference in Spokane, WA, as well as workshops throughout the 
year to benefit our members. They are in the process of recruiting speakers and abstract 
submissions to complete the technical sessions. If any members are interested in joining a 
committee, they can contact the committee's officers and check its webpage. The Water 
Resources Committee meets monthly on the second Thursday from 12–1 p.m. Feel free to join 
them.  
The Research Committee is currently looking for a secretary and expanding its membership.  
 
Research Committee 
Chair – Mac Gifford, Portland Water Bureau 
Vice Chair – Yarrow Polacek, Confluence Engineering 
Secretary – Vacant  
 
Water Resources Committee 
Chair – Rob Annear, Annear Water Resources 
Vice Chair – Rodrigo Prugue, GSI Water Solutions 
Secretary – Austin Patch, Summit Water Resources  
 
Water Quality Committee 



  
 

# # # End Report # # # 

Chair – Victoria Nystrom, Hazen and Sawyer 
Vice Chair – Virpi Salo-Zieman, Confluence Engineering 
Secretary – Gary Tolleffson, Skagit PUD  
 
Water Treatment Committee 
Chair – Julia Cummings, Carollo 
Vice Chair – Conner Mancosky, Carollo 
Secretary – Claire Jing, Jacobs 
 
*Repeat as needed. If a committee role is currently unassigned, use “Vacant” in lieu of name 
and organization.  
 


