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Key Highlights: 

• The Next Wave Endowment Fund is going through the process of finding financial 
advisors to align with its vision in managing the endowment fund. 

• The Scholarship Committee is working on a new application process to include more 
participants. 

• The PAC Committee is working on lining up events and working with Next Wave to 
figure out how both committees can collaborate together. 

 
 
Background and Summary 
 
Next Wave Endowment Fund Committee (Education and Training Endownment Fund): 
The committee went through an RFP process and received a few good responses and nailed 
down to three top results.  Out of the three, two were interviewed (Captrust and Clearstead) 
and had undergone thorough examination in terms of aligning the section’s philanthropic vision 
with their own in terms of managing non-profits and specifically in a unique industry like ours.  
One was finally selected by the committee and is currently going through the approval process 
with the board. 
 
Philanthropic Advisory Council (PAC): 
The committee is informed of the progress Next Wave had to further the efforts to figure out 
ways to allocate proceeds, either via scholarships or other means.  More to come as the 
meetings have been postponed due to scheduling conflicts. 
 
Scholarship Committee: 
The committee is revamping its scholarship process to include more applicants by modifying its 
categories and criteria, with the goal to make the current process more consistent, easier to 
evaluate, and better aligned with the range of applicants.  This would accommodate the range 
of applicants and to recognize professionals as well as scholastic level of involvement from 
bachelor to PhD level applicants. 
 
 
 
 



  
 

# # # End Report # # # 

As a Division: 
With progress seen on the renewed branding of Next Wave, both the Scholarship and PAC are 
gearing up its effort to make room for increased proceeds and effort in making sure the funds 
are supporting our section in preparing for the future generations of water professionals. 

 
 
 
Next Wave Endowment Funds Committee 
Chair – Tom Keown, Covington Water District 
Vice Chair – Stuart Vaughan, Tacoma Water 
Secretary – Cody Scoggins, West Yost Associates 
Past-Chair – Nick Belmont, West Yost Associates 
 
Philanthropic Advisory Council (PAC) Committee 
Chair – Jillian Mendoza, HDR 
Secretary – Victoria Nystrom, Hazen & Sawyer 
Silent Auction Chair – Lisa Erkert, Eugene Water & Electric Board 
Wine for Water Chair – Kristin Kihs - HDR 
 
Scholarship Committee 
Chair – Jason Branstetter, Clackamas River Water 
 


