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Key Highlights:

e The Oregon Water/Wastewater Agency Response Network (ORWARN) launched a new
website this summer to provide a more user-friendly experience and improve
communication with ORWARN members.

e Earlier this summer, ORWARN provided support to the Confederated Tribes of Warm
Springs during a water line break related to emergency wildfire response.

e The Oregon and Washington Water Utility Councils (OWUC, WWUC) remain active and
involved in several areas of regulatory and government affairs, with WWUC leading the
planning efforts for the annual tri-state WUC meeting this November in Vancouver, WA.

Background and Summary

ORWARN launched a new, comprehensive website update this summer. The new site provides
greater flexibility to keep information current, including website updates, news, upcoming
events, training opportunities, and resources. ORWARN’s goal was to provide a more user-
friendly web experience and improve communication with its members. A link to the new
website can be found here: https://orwarn.org/. As part of the update, ORWARN members
received a welcome email with instructions for accessing the site and logging into their new
account.

In addition, ORWARN provided critical support to the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs
during a water line break earlier this summer, which was related to emergency wildfire
response in the region. The ability to respond rapidly and deploy water or wastewater
resources (e.g., trained staff, equipment) highlights the value of WARNSs in the Pacific
Northwest.

OWUC and WWUC remain very active and involved in several areas of regulatory and
government affairs at the state and federal level. OWUC is preparing for Oregon’s long year
legislative session — which begins January 2027 and lasts up to six months — by engaging with
legislative staff prior to session to learn about any priorities potentially impacting the water
sector. WWUC leadership, as the 2026 hosting state, is leading planning efforts for the annual
Tri-State WUC meeting this November in Vancouver, WA. This meeting brings together all three
WUCs (Idaho, Oregon, and Washington) to share their state level engagement efforts and hear
from AWWA’s Washington DC staff about federal level policy updates and involvement.


https://orwarn.org/

Water/Wastewater Agency Response Networks

Idaho
Inactive

Oregon

Chair — Heather Knapp, City of Hillsboro

Vice Chair —Jeremiah Hunt, Eugene Water and Electric Board
Secretary — Gina Johnson, City of Klamath Falls

Washington
Vice Chair — Ned Worcester

Water Utility Councils

Idaho
Chair — Dennis Teller, City of Meridian
Vice Chair — Tom Points, City of Nampa

Oregon

Chair — Adam Denlinger, Seal Rock Water District
Vice Chair — Mike Buettner, City of Bend
Secretary — Doug Wise, City of Portland

Washington
Chair — John Roth, Clark Public Utilities District

Vice Chair — Clark Halvorson, Washington Association of Sewer and Water Districts

Secretary — Jessica Knickerbocker, unaffiliated
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