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WHY CHOOSE ORTHOS
FOR BAFS & BACS?
Orthos has demonstrated a long track record of success in BAFs 
and BACs, and with our monolithic design, repeatedly responds 
to utilities’ demands of resiliency, reliability, and permanency.  

3 clear reasons to choose orthos
Superior resistance 
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RESILIENCY reliability
Over a million nozzle 
design combinations 

optimize facility 
performance
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Repeatable results 
through excellent 

distribution and broad 
operational range
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www.orthosfilters.com
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Message from  
the Chair

Community in the Water Profession: 
A Message from the Incoming Chair

A t this year’s regional conference, I had the honor 
of stepping into the role of Section Chair, an 
opportunity that feels especially meaningful in my 

own backyard. 
Thank you to The City of Tacoma for hosting, and to my 

employer Tacoma Water for their support in this incredible 
opportunity. To my fellow Board Members, I’ve enjoyed 
working with you all and am excited to lead this next year 
with you. And to Joel Cary for your leadership. You’ve set us 
up on a great path to success, I’m grateful to follow in your 
steps and continue to pave the road ahead. Most importantly, 
thank you to my family, you are the reason I’m here today, by 
your love and support, standing by my side and pushing me 
to do hard things.

A Journey Shaped by Community
Like many in our profession, I didn’t set out to build a career 
in the water industry. It found me. Nearly 20 years ago, I 
joined Tacoma Water with the simple goal of getting my 
foot in the door and proving myself. Not long after, I was 
“voluntold” to help plan the 2010 Tacoma Conference, and I 
never looked back.

My involvement in the Section grew alongside my 
career. I found mentors, collaborators, and lifelong friends. 
I also found something I didn’t expect: a community that 
encouraged me to step far outside my comfort zone. The shy 
kid in the back is now speaking on stage at the front of the 
room. That transformation didn’t happen alone. It happened 
because people believed in me, challenged me, and 
supported me.

Responsible Dechlorination

Safe for the operator. Safe for the environment. Simple to use.
Vita-D-Chlor offers environmentally responsible Vitamin C dechlorination that works with a variety
of equipment. Reach out to our specialists to get answers to your dechlorination questions.

   DOWNSTREAM MATTERS

  Solutions in Vitamin C dechlorination for over 20 years!

Available from waterworks suppliers nationwide
info@Vita-D-Chlor.com (253)479-7000
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PNWS Association  
Director’s Report

Building Member Value

I t is incredible we are already 
half-way through the calendar 
year and the PNWS-AWWA 

has achieved so much. For keeping 
the Section on track, I want to 
give a special thanks to our Board 
leadership. Our past Chair, Joel Cary, 
drove the creation of PNWS’ first 
ever Business Plan that streamlines 
how to focus on implementing our 
Vision, Mission, and Strategic Plan. 
Our current Chair, Jolene Gibson 
was instrumental in the success of 
our 2026 Tacoma conference which 
achieved an all-time high enrollment 
of 1,300 attendees! Last but not least, 
I can’t think of a better member-
engagement-focused leader than our 
Chair-elect Chris Young that will be 
guiding PNWS through the upcoming 
2027–2028 year; PNWS’s historic 
100th year of service!

Membership Update
As a ‘No Members, No Mission’ update 
from my Spring Water Matters article, 
I’m excited to see that Section and 
Association membership numbers 
have been growing steadily due to 
many Association- and Section-wide 
activities. These activities range from 
the AWWA Board of Directors reaching 
out to strengthen bonds between 
sections, to more grass-roots activities 
such as the re-kindling of PNWS’ 
Student Poster Competition which was 
led by Emma Martin with the City of 
Hillsboro. The competition, held at the 
Tacoma Conference, awarded  
Anika Islam, PhD student at Portland 
State University, with the top poster and 
sponsorship to attend and compete in 
the AWWA ACE competition in June. 

Membership growth is an objective 
for 2026. The Association-wide 2026 
membership goal is 50,600 and it has 
already grown from 48,904 to 50,040 as 

of April. In the PNWS, we started the 
year with 2,384 and are now at 2,418 
as of April. If you feel inclined, please 
help by encouraging your water-
industry friends and co-workers to 
consider AWWA membership if they 
haven’t yet. As we grow our member 
base, it is our goal to reinvest in the 
improvements necessary to provide 
the best environment for member 
engagement, training, and activities 
that support advancement in the water 
industry (especially to our operators 
and YPs, who I believe are members 
that are most in need).

Learn More about PNWS:  
Come to Fall Training!
Without our members – without you – 
the PNWS-AWWA can’t function to 
meet member needs. To be a better 
informed member and get more out 
of the AWWA family experience, 
PNWS annually offers fall training! 
This year, fall training will take place 
at the Heathman Lodge in Vancouver, 
WA from September 30 (Wednesday) 
through October 2 (Friday). Fall 
training provides background on 
who AWWA and PNWS are and how 
they function along with describing 
coming-year plans for Section 
activities. Although this training is 

perfect to help new and seasoned 
Section leaders better work within 
their Subsections and Committees, it 
isn’t just for them. Even if you aren’t 
in a leadership role, please consider 
coming (let me know if you need  
more info)!

AWWA Update
Top initiatives from AWWA include 
remaining focused on its four Strategic 
Goals from the 2030 Strategic Plan: 
Member Experience, Organizational 
Stewardship, Knowledge Creation and 
Exchange, and being active in Water 
Policy and Leadership.

Some of the great work that has 
come out of focusing on AWWA 
strategic goals includes the 
recently released Infrastructure 
and Affordability Report. This was 
published to help utilities examine 
and better understand the rising costs 
of sustaining essential infrastructure 
along with cost drivers that need to be 
considered. AWWA realizes that our 
utilities are confronting a compounding 
set of cost drivers including aging 
infrastructure, regulatory compliance, 
climate and resilience investments, 
cybersecurity risks, rising operations 
and maintenance costs, and treating 
more complex water sources. 

I want to give a special thanks to our 
Board leadership. Our past Chair, Joel 
Cary, drove the creation of PNWS’ first 
ever Business Plan that streamlines how 
to focus on implementing our Vision, 
Mission, and Strategic Plan. 
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With one piece of low-profile, air stripping equipment, you can 
now adjust pH for corrosion control without chemicals and with 
better, more consistent results. With depth and bubble size optimized, 
Lowry Deep Bubble™ systems remove CO2, radon, and VOCs more 
efficiently with less 
maintenance and lower 
operating costs. 
Performance guaranteed.

So if you thought you needed chemicals, towers, or stacked trays 
to fight corrosion in your water distribution system, wait until you see 
what Deep Bubble™ can do. You might just pop open a bottle 
of Dom Perignon.

CO2 Removal for pH Adjustment at 
100 GPM Central California

THANKS TO A 17TH-CENTURY 
FRENCH MONK, 

BUBBLES ARE A WAY TO CELEBRATE. 

THANKS TO LOWRY WATER 
TECHNOLOGIES, 

BUBBLES ARE A REASON TO CELEBRATE.

CELEBRATING
OVER 

40 YEARS

800.434.9080 
lowrywatertech.com  
info@lowrywatertech.com

http://www.lowrywatertech.com
mailto:info@lowrywatertech.com


MEDC is Recruiting!
The MEDC is looking 
for new members to 
join our committee 
to support our 
membership through 
the mentorship 
program, subsection 
coordination, and 
career fair and  
student engagement. 

Need help with reaching your Subsection 
members? Let us know! We can pull member lists that are 
specific to your subsection and renewal date to outreach 
specific members. Please reach out to the MEDC Chair, 
Michael Neher at mbneher@sundt.com, or visit us at: 
https://www.pnws-awwa.org/member-groups/committees/
membership-committee/

If you know of a fellow peer or colleague that is not a 
member and would like to join, they can find information  
on the AWWA website here: https://www.awwa.org/
membership-volunteering/join 

Special Thanks to our MEDC Volunteers
A huge thanks to our board liaison Katie Dillon for her 
leadership and dedicated service to the Division. Thanks 
also to our current MEDC Committee Members:  
Tyler Clary, Chris Young, Kyle Wong, Doug Schlepp, 
Michael Neher, Daniel Amador, Jorge Mirada, 
Clarisa Goheen, Damon Roth, Randy Black, and  
John Kitchen. 

Committee Reports

Member Engagement and Development Committee (MEDC) 

MEDC Purpose: To support the Pacific Northwest Section of AWWA (PNWS)  
in the engagement, retention, growth, and development of membership

That’s a wrap!  
Member Engagement Success in Tacoma
It was great to be back together at the annual PNWS-AWWA 
Conference in Tacoma, WA May 6-8. We officially 
transitioned our committee leadership and are excited to 
welcome Michael Neher as the next incoming MEDC 
Chair as Tyler Clary moves into the past-chair position. 
The MEDC Vice Chair is still open and waiting for an 
enthusiastic individual to take on a leadership position. 
MEDC had a great time connecting with Members at the 
First-Timer’s Meet and Greet Breakfast and the Membership 
Engagement Division Booth. The Meet and Greet provided 
an opportunity for first time attendees to network and learn 
how to get the most out of the conference experience. We 
had a great showing with over 40 first time attendees bright 
and early at 7:00 am. And special thanks to our Table Leads 
for the breakout table activity.

Mentorship Program 2025-26 to a Close 
Thank you to all who participated in the 2025-2026 
Mentorship program. We had 17 pairs of mentor/protégé 
participate this year. Mentor pairs met about once a month 
over the past six-month period, with sessions on various 
career development topics. We will meet for a Mentorship 
Round-up in June to officially close out the program year and 
gather feedback to improve the program for next year. If you 
are interested in learning more about the program for next 
year, feel free to contact our Mentorship program lead,  
Kyle Wong at kyle.wong@spwater.org.

With one piece of low-profile, air stripping equipment, you can 
now adjust pH for corrosion control without chemicals and with 
better, more consistent results. With depth and bubble size optimized, 
Lowry Deep Bubble™ systems remove CO2, radon, and VOCs more 
efficiently with less 
maintenance and lower 
operating costs. 
Performance guaranteed.

So if you thought you needed chemicals, towers, or stacked trays 
to fight corrosion in your water distribution system, wait until you see 
what Deep Bubble™ can do. You might just pop open a bottle 
of Dom Perignon.

CO2 Removal for pH Adjustment at 
100 GPM Central California

THANKS TO A 17TH-CENTURY 
FRENCH MONK, 

BUBBLES ARE A WAY TO CELEBRATE. 

THANKS TO LOWRY WATER 
TECHNOLOGIES, 

BUBBLES ARE A REASON TO CELEBRATE.

CELEBRATING
OVER 

40 YEARS

800.434.9080 
lowrywatertech.com  
info@lowrywatertech.com
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•	 September – Strength in Every Drop:  
Women Shaping the Future of Water 
Sami Pilak and team, City of Tacoma

•	 October – How to Talk About PFAS with the Public 
Rose Hanson, CDM Smith

•	 November – Career Development 
Laura Oxsen, PE, Grayling Engineers

•	 December – Water Utility Rates and Financial Viability 
Ann Hajnosz, PE, Harris & Associates

Meetings are held virtually on the first Wednesday of every 
month at 4:00 pm (PST). Join the YP Mailing List to receive 
invites for upcoming meetings!

If you have any questions or would like to be a presenter, 
contact Haillee Nunn at haillee.nunn@graylingeng.com.

Section Events
Northwest Oregon and Lower Columbia
•	 AWWA x PNCWA: YPs from the two orgs met at a local 

Portland brewery for the second year in a row to share 
their experiences working in both the drinking water and 
wastewater sides of the industry. Talk about One Water!

If your subsection or committee is planning an event, let 
us know – we’d be happy to help promote it through our YP 
social media channels and newsletter updates. Please reach 
out to Madeline Perez.

YP Liaisons - Help Spread the Word!
Subsection liaisons organize events regionally and  
connect their local AWWA communities with the section-
wide YP Committee. Welcome our newest subsection 
liaison, Sabrina Perez (City of Corvallis) of Cascade to 
Coast! We are still seeking YP Liaisons for the  
following subsections:
•	 Central Washington
•	 Blue Mountain
•	 Eastern Oregon

If you are interested in representing your subsection, 
supporting/hosting local events, and fostering YP outreach 
and involvement, please reach out!

Need Funding Support?
The YP Committee’s 2025 budget was designed and 
approved to assist the PNWS YP Community in:
•	 Hosting YP Events – Hosting an event? The YP Committee 

can provide funding to purchase food, reserve an event 
space, purchase prizes, and more!

•	 Awarding Scholarships – Scholarships for 2026 
Conferences have been awarded. Stay tuned for the 2027 
application form!

New Leadership!
With the conclusion of this year’s Section conference in 
Tacoma, WA Haillee Nunn of Greyling Engineers has 
transitioned to the Chair position. We would also like to 
welcome our new Vice Chair/Chair Elect Adam Rhoades 
from the City of Spokane. Come meet them at one of our  
next meetings!

Follow our LinkedIn Page for regular updates!
Current Officers
Haillee Nunn, Chair
haillee.nunn@graylingeng.com

Adam Rhoades, Vice Chair
arhoades@spokanecity.org

Madeline Perez, Communications Coordinator
mperez@carollo.com 

 Bellevue, Boise, Portland & Spokane

With every community, we 
redefine what’s possible

S T A N T E C . C O M / W A T E R
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SERVING THE NORTHWEST OUT OF TWO WESTERN WAREHOUSES.

866-234-9494 • w4-w4.com • sales@w4-w4.com

For decades we have supplied the 
Pacific Northwest (and the rest of 
the country) with the highest quality 
American manufactured pipe fittings 
and accessories for the water works 
industry. We’re one of the country’s 
leading master distributors with 
extensive inventory and 24/7 service.

mailto:sales@w4-w4.com


Committee Reports

Water Conservation Committee

Warm summer temperatures have the 
Water Conservation committee members 
engaged in outdoor water saving 
opportunities. From public outreach to 
sprinkler evaluations, irrigation efficiency 
is at the top of mind this time of year. The 
next conservation meeting will take place 
in the fall after peak season has slowed.

Before the outdoor season was 
in full force, the committee hosted a 
half-day track at the annual Pacific 
Northwest Section AWWA Conference 
in Tacoma this May. Topics included turf 
replacement rebates, leak identification 
and bill adjustment policies, and non-
potable water reuse. 

The City of Bend and the Spokane 
Water Department provided an overview 
of their turf replacement rebate programs. 
Melissa Fatland, of Bend, discussed 
conversion requirements and subsequent 
water savings of past participants. While 

Cathy Spokas, of Spokane, highlighted 
how the program offers landscape design 
support to participants. Combined, these 
presentations showed how going from 
grass to garden can successfully save 
water while beautifying local landscapes! 

Tacoma Water then hosted a double 
header session on leak identification 
and bill adjustment policies. First, 
Dan Reisinger and Ryan Cox showed 
how utilization of Advanced Metering 
Infrastructure (AMI) supports customer 
leak notifications. Then, Tyler Cummings 
and Roberta Haegele demonstrated 
the complexities and success of clear 
policies to support customer bill 
adjustments after leaks are repaired.

To close out the conference track, 
Seattle Public Utilities provided an 
overview of case studies and themes 
for non-potable water reuse in the 
commercial sector. Chris Hilton and 

Thor Peterson shared findings from 
site evaluations and plan review. Case 
studies showed that green building 
certifications and sustainability goals 
drive installation of re-use systems. 
Follow up maintenance plans were 
identified as an opportunity to prolong 
the life of installed systems.

Thank you to all our presenters and 
attendees! For more information about 
the PNWS Conservation Committee 
please contact Melissa Fatland at 
mfatland@bendoregon.gov. 

Melissa Fatland – Chair
mfatland@bendoregon.gov

Tim Henkle – Co-Chair
thenkle@gsiws.com

Tyler Cummings – Secretary
tcummings@tacoma.gov 
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800.327.7791 | salesinfo@cuesinc.com | www.cuesinc.com
CUES Gillian Wilson, RSM

503.784.8352  |  gillianw@cuesinc.com

Software + Equipment + Support — All from CUES, the Industry Leader
Why juggle vendors when you can have it all in one place? We deliver fully integrated pipeline inspection solutions, 
from powerful asset management software to industry-leading pipeline inspection equipment. Our systems are 
designed to work together, reducing downtime and eliminating connectivity headaches. And when you need help 
or loaner/parts support, we’ve got you covered. Call today for a free demo!

ONE SOURCE. 
TOTAL PIPELINE 
INSPECTION 
SOLUTIONS.

mailto:salesinfo@cuesinc.com
http://www.cuesinc.com
mailto:gillianw@cuesinc.comSoftware




mailto:mbneher@sundt.com
mailto:scholarship@pnws-awwa.org
mailto:thomas.keown@covingtonwater.com


http://www.coreandmain.com


mailto:adenlinger@srwd.org


41st Annual Tri-State Seminar41st Annual Tri-State Seminar

AUGUST 3–6, 2026
SOUTH POINT HOTEL & CASINO  |  LAS VEGAS

www.tristateseminar.com

41st Annual Tri-State Seminar

•	 A chance to visit and learn from over 300 exhibitors

•	 Choose from over 200 classes with leading experts

•	 The opportunity to earn up to 24 professional  
development hours$99

BEFORE JULY 15

http://www.tristateseminar.com


Low Salt and Filtered 
to Outperform 
Other Sodium Hypochlorite

Hasa.com  

Pacific Northwest Contact: Customer Service (360) 578-9300 or email us at Info@HasaPool.com 

LEARN MORE

DESALT
Unique centrifugal process 
removes approximately 
64% of the salt 

FILTER
Filtered to submicron level to 
eliminate impurities, clogged 
lines and tank residue

  More Active Product per Gallon 

  Less Oxygen Formation 

  Up to 70% Longer Shelf Life 

  Up to 39% Less Chlorate Formation 

  Lower Usage Cost 

  Up to 64% Less Perchlorate Formation 

  Certified to NSF 60 Standard (Multi-Chlor®)

BR22001 HASA Industrial Division Ad_Water Matters Full Page_FA.indd   1BR22001 HASA Industrial Division Ad_Water Matters Full Page_FA.indd   1 2/22/22   9:50 AM2/22/22   9:50 AM
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MAY 6-8 | TACOMA, WA

THE PNWS-AWWA’S  
ANNUAL CONFERENCE
WELCOME TO 

RECAP
What a conference! So many vendors! So many sessions!  

So many people! This year, Tacoma hosted a record 
number of attendees for the PNWS-AWWA’s annual 
conference! Events began on Wednesday with many pre-
conference activities including sessions on Water Quality, 
Engineering, Distribution, Water Treatment, a tour of 
Tacoma’s Green River Filtration Facility and, of course, golf!

With the support of our primary sponsors, Baker Silo 
and Ferguson, 107 golfers enjoyed breakfast burritos and a 
sunny round of golf with prizes being given for 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 
closest to the pin, and longest drive.

That evening at the Greater Tacoma Convention Center, 
the competitions kicked off to a full house. The Veolia 
team from Idaho won the Men’s tapping competition while 
the national champion, (and hometown favorite) Grit City 
Grind, won the Women’s. Lake Meridian took home the top 
prize for Hydrant Hysteria. Nathan Copewin from the City 
of Vancouver won the meter challenge with a blistering 
50.7 second time. Skagit PUD won 1st place in the Top 
Ops competition, Covington Water District won for the 
Best Tasting Water, and Anika Islam from Portland State 
University won the Young Professionals poster contest. 

Thursday brought the main event with an exhibition 
hall full of eager vendors and dozens of sessions filled with 
the latest and greatest information on the many challenges 
and success stories of Pacific Northwest Water purveyors. 
Thursday also saw the start of the silent auction.  

This year, 106 items were auctioned for charity.  
$8,000 was raised which will help fund the PNWS-AWWA’s 
philanthropic efforts including Water For People, The  
Water Equation and New Wave (formerly E&T Fund).

This year, the Young Professionals co-sponsored 
a technical session on Thursday in which we had four 
presenters discuss various topics, including Seattle’s 
Apprentice Program, Tacoma Water’s outreach and 
internships, and perspectives on being a woman in 
the water industry. On Thursday evening, conference 
attendees had the opportunity to connect and network 
at several sponsored hospitality events throughout 
downtown Tacoma. 

On Friday, the conference continued with more great 
sessions and awards. The Friday Awards luncheon 
concluded with the passing of the gavel from Section 
Chair Joel Cary to Incoming Chair Jolene Gibson. The 
Young Professionals finished out the week with the annual 
Scavenger Hunt. 38 participants traveled around downtown 
Tacoma learning about AWWA by interacting with 
consultants at the various sponsored hospitality events.

A huge thank you to the committees, vendors, sponsors, 
speakers, volunteers and attendees. Your support made 
this conference a huge success! Special thanks to our 
visiting dignitary, Cynthia Lane, from Platte Canyon Water 
and Sanitation District and Southwest Metropolitan Water 
and Sanitation District.

PACIFIC NORTHWEST SECTION
American Water Works Association
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WELCOME TO 

RECAP

PNWS-AWWA CONFERENCE AWARDS
As part of our annual conference, we present awards to our extraordinary group of 
volunteers at our annual Awards Luncheon. Below are this year’s recipients. 

Subsection Advisory Council Awards
We kicked off the luncheon by presenting the Subsection Advisory Council Awards. There are two of these awards this year.  
They are presented to individuals who have done an outstanding job promoting subsection activities and provides an example  
of what involved participation looks like at the local subsection level in our three states. 

Northwest Washington Subsection
Bridget August, Senior Hydrologist and  
Group Lead – GeoEngineers
Bridget has been a devoted and influential leader within the 
Northwest Washington Subsection for more than two decades. 
She has served as Vice President, President, and longtime 
Secretary while leading our fundraising efforts with Wine for 
Water and Waves for Water. She has organized and delivered 
numerous technical workshops, including the Groundwater 
Basics Training in a Box program. Bridget has also contributed 
to the success of the Western Washington Short School and 
Trade Show coordinating speakers and securing sponsors. Her 
enthusiasm, expertise, and unwavering support have made her 
a cornerstone of the Subsection and its mission.

Professionally, Bridget serves as a Senior Hydrologist and group lead at GeoEngineers. She is both a Licensed 
Professional Geologist and a Professional Hydrogeologist, with deep experience in subsurface exploration, stormwater 
infiltration analysis, dewatering assessments, and well installation oversight. Beyond her technical work, she remains an 
active contributor to the broader PNWS community through regular conference participation and service on the Water 
Resources Committee and Philanthropic Advisory Council. Bridget’s dedication, leadership, and passion for advancing 
water resources makes her an outstanding candidate for this award.

South Sound Subsection
Michelle Poquette
Since May 2020, Michelle Poquette has served as an exemplary 
Subsection Treasurer, maintaining meticulous financial records 
that ensure total transparency and accountability. Her proactive 
leadership was most evident when she voluntarily arranged a 
subsection audit; the results were flawless, earning high praise 
for her accuracy and organizational detail. Beyond her own 
duties, Michelle acts as a vital resource for other treasurers, 
offering guidance that strengthens the financial integrity of the 
entire water industry community.

Michelle’s impact is equally profound in her tireless 
commitment to membership growth and event execution. She 
is a primary driver of engagement, frequently bringing new 

professionals into AWWA and fostering an inclusive environment. Whether she is managing logistics for the Best Tasting 
Water event or handling the complex coordination of our annual charity golf tournament, she is consistently the first to 
arrive and the last to leave. Her hands-on dedication and no job too small attitude make her an indispensable asset and 
the ideal candidate for the Subsection Advisory Award.
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It was so great to see many of you at the Section  
Conference in Tacoma! We hope you enjoyed your time  
in the South Sound. 

Update
In February, the South Sound held a hybrid Waterworks  
101 workshop at Silverdale Water District. With 52 
attendees joining us in person and 23 online, the strong 
participation and engagement throughout the day truly 
reflected the interest and commitment within our industry. 
There was a social gathering immediately following the 
workshop which attracted both training attendees and 
representatives across the subsection.

In March, we hosted our annual Water Taste Test 
and Meter Challenge competitions. Thank you to our 
generous sponsors SYBIS CyberLock and David Evans and 
Associates, Inc. First place went to Fruitland Mutual Water, 
second place to Silverdale Water District, and third was a 
tie between City of Milton and Kitsap Public Utility District. 
Derek Schneider of Tacoma Water competed in the Meter 
Challenge for a spot at the Section competitions. 

Last month, the South Sound partnered with Cimco-GC 
Systems for a hands-on control valve training at West 
Sound Utility District. Attendees finished the day with a 
strong foundation of how control valves function in water 
systems, sharper troubleshooting skills, and greater 
confidence in valve operations. 

Our annual charity golf tournament will be at the 
Meadow Parks Golf Course in Tacoma, WA on July 10.  
We look forward to sharing tournament highlights in our  
fall update. 

Recognition
South Sound members received well deserved  
recognition during the Awards Lunch at the Section 
Conference May 8. Michelle Poquette, South Sound 
treasurer, received the Subsection Advisory Council 
Award for her dedication to subsection activities and 
Pacific Northwest resourcefulness like volunteering for the 
South Sound to participate in a voluntary financial audit 
and leading the conference golf tournament coordination. 
Ronda Farmer, South Sound board member, received the 
Powell-Lindsay Award for her extraordinary service to the 
Section throughout her numerous official and unofficial 
roles on committees, boards, and subsection activities. 

The South Sound men’s tapping team, women’s tapping 
team, hydrant hysteria team, and meter challenge 
competitor participated in the Section competitions. 
The Women’s Tapping team, who are the 2024 and 2025 
AWWA national champions, advanced through Section 
competitions and headed back to ACE in June to defend 
their title. 

Subsection Updates

South Sound Subsection

Board Rotations
The South Sound is excited to welcome Sid Williams, 
Silverdale Water District, as the new South Sound Chair. 
Michelle Poquette remains the Treasurer and Claire Litsky 
is the Secretary. 

At the Section level, Jeremy Djajadi continues as a 
Washington Trustee overseeing the philanthropy division 
and Jolene Gibson is now the PNWS Chair. 

Are you in the South Sound, and in one of these 
counties: Kitsap, Pierce, Mason, Thurston, Grays Harbor, or 
Pacific (except some portion lying South of the East/West 
line through the mouth of the Nema River excluding the  
Long Beach Peninsula)? We would love to have you join 
us, either on the Board, volunteer, or just to listen in. 
Please reach out to Claire Litsky at clitsky@tacoma.gov for 
an invite to our next meeting (third Wednesday of every 
month), which is held via Zoom – so it couldn’t be easier to 
join us! 

Michelle Poquette

Ronda Farmer
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Offi  ces Nationwide  //  www.shannonwilson.com

Seismic Engineering
Construction Dewatering
Environmental Remediation
Natural Resources
Surface Water

Integrated Services for Public Works Projects

Geotechnical Engineering
Geologic Hazard Evaluations
Hydrogeology
Tunneling
Instrumentation

Helping the Pacific Northwest 
develop resilient, reliable, and 
sustainable water supplies.

• Aquifer storage and recovery
• Conjunctive use
• Well siting and design
• Groundwater modeling
• Source water protection

• Water rights strategy
• Water supply planning
• Water conservation
• Resiliency planning
• Stormwater management

Portland • Bend • Corvallis • www.gsiws.com

GSI’s hydrogeologists and water resources experts specialize in:

Delivering resilient 
water solutions for 
future generations.

parametrix.com
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Trusted
Exceptional service  |  Reliable, competitive lead times  |  Same higher-copper brass

 Easier Than Ever

fordmeterbox.com  |  FMB.tv  |  260.563.3171

Our concern for the environment  

is more than just talk
This publication is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council® 
(FSC®) certified paper with 
vegetable oil-based inks. 
Please do your part for the 
environment by reusing and 
recycling.
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ADVERTISER PRODUCT & SERVICE CENTER
Water Matters is made possible by the companies below who convey their important messages 
on our pages. We thank them for their support of Pacific Northwest Section – AWWA and its 
publication and encourage you to contact them when making your purchasing decisions. To make 
it easier to contact these companies, we have included the page number of their advertisement, 
their phone number, and, where applicable, their website.

Company Page Phone number Web address

(AE2S) Advanced Engineering and 
Environmental Services, Inc. 42 801-331-8489  www.ae2s.com

AMERICAN Ductile Iron Pipe 11 205-325-7701 www.american-usa.com

Baker Silo 28 360-354-4940 www.bakersilo.com

bhc consultants 38 206-505-3400 www.bhcconsultants.com

Blue-White Industries, Ltd. 47 714-893-8529 www.blue-white.com

Brown and Caldwell 8 206-624-0100 www.brownandcaldwell.com

Carollo Engineers 38 800-523-5826 www.carollo.com

Consor 39 425-252-9003 www.consoreng.com

Core & Main 23, 45 509-893-1055 www.coreandmain.com

CUES, Inc. 20 503-622-3248 www.cuesinc.com

Force Flow/Halogen Valve Systems 41 925-686-6700 www.forceflowscales.com

Ford Meter Box Company 39 260-563-3171 www.fordmeterbox.com

GSI Water Solutions, Inc. 36 503-239-8799 www.gsiws.com

HASA, Inc. 26 661-259-5848 www.hasapool.com

Integra Clear Co 7 800-322-6646 www.vita-d-chlor.com

Johnston Pump 9 877-763-9570 www.johnstonpump.com

Lowry Water Technologies 12 800-434-9080 www.lowrywatertech.com

Orthos Liquid Systems, Inc.  6 843-987-7200 www.orthosfilters.com

Parametrix 36 360-850-5307 www.parametrix.com

PumpTech LLC 4 425-644-8501 www.pumptechnw.com

Reiner Pump Systems 2 973-347-9000 www.reinerpump.com

RH2 Engineering 3 425-951-5400 www.rh2.com

Shannon & Wilson, Inc. 36 206. 632.8020 www.shannonwilson.com

Stantec 15 866-782-6832 www.stantec.com

SYBIS 17 206-686-8463 www.sybissolution.com

Tri-State Seminar LLC 25 866-791-7626 www.tristateseminar.com

U.S. Pipe 48 866-347-7473 www.uspipe.com

Westcoast Water Works Warehouse, Inc. (W4) 16 866-234-9494 www.w4-w4.com

Wilson Engineering 39 360-733-6100 www.wilsonengineering.com
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Simple Solutions 
for Water  

& Wastewater 
Treatment

Fluid Metering Solutions Made Simple®

ENHANCED CHEM-FEED® MD1 
Enhanced for flawless performance. 

Sturdier construction, mistake 
proof check valves and MD1  

handles pressure up to 180psi.

CHEM-FEED® SKID SYSTEMS
Fully equipped and fully assembled  

complete metering systems.

Learn about our Skid Systems, MD1 and Flow Meters at www.blue-white.com

FLOW METERS 
Simple, accurate and  

cost effective flow meters.
BABA 
 COMPLIANT

Made in the USA

http://www.blue-white.com
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For more info, visit us online at uspipe.com

U.S. Pipe ductile iron pipe, including HDSS® and TR-XTREME®, 
is engineered to perform in seismic zones and areas prone 
to ground deformation. Their fully restrained, flexible 
joints accommodate deflection, movement, and vibration 
caused by earthquakes, floods, landslides, and hurricanes. 
With exceptional strength, durability, and leak resistance, 
U.S. Pipe solutions protect critical infrastructure, maintain 
service continuity, and deliver long-term reliability where 
environmental forces demand the highest performance.

Strength that 
withstands the 
unthinkable

http://www.uspipe.com



