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Key Highlights: 

• All Committees have worked to organize presentation tracks and select Moderators for 
the annual conference. 

• Water Resource and Water Quality are joint-hosting two pre-conference tracks, and 
Treatment has a tour and two pre-conference tracks planned for Wednesday.  

• Water Quality continues to coordinate the Best Tasting Water Competition, securing 
nominees from the subsections and identifying judges for the conference event. The 
Committee is also continuing to explore the potential for a taste and odor 
webinar/seminar in the fall. 

• Ultimately the Water Science Division has been working diligently to increase 
membership and provide engaging activities to all AWWA members. 

• The Water Science Division will hold an in-person meeting at the Section Conference.  It 
will be held on Thursday at 5.10 p.m. in the 5th-floor lunchroom. Emilia Blake, the new 
Oregon / Idaho Trustee coordinated this meeting.  Thank you Emelia!!! 
 

Background and Summary  
The Water Science Division Committees have been busy supporting conference organizers by 
selecting volunteer moderators for the technical sessions for the 2026 Section Conference in 
Tacoma, Washington. Their chair members organized multiple water science related themes 
and topics for the spring conference and solicited dozens of abstracts to develop a pre-
conference, early bird, and several technical sessions.  
 
The Treatment committee finished Fall 2025 strong by organizing and hosting an engaging 
Disinfection Workshop. The workshop was attended by 36 members, offering up to 0.5 CEUs, 
and collected nearly $2,000 in budget funds for the Pacific Northwest Section. The Treatment 
Committee hosted a virtual winter meeting that was open to all members on 2/12/26. The 
treatment committee also planned a Spring tour of the Everett Treatment Plant on 3/5/26 
followed by a networking event at Route 2 Taphouse with ~20 participants. Through the rest of 
2026 the committee leadership will focus on providing educational opportunities for AWWA 
members and hosting in-person networking events to keep members engaged and actively 
participating in the Treatment Committee.   
 
Overall, the Water Science Division Committees continue to be very active, increasing in-person 
and hybrid training opportunities for Section members and helping to develop another valuable 
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conference for Section members, both for CEUs and advancement of industry knowledge. 
Thank you to our Committee leaders for their dedication, hard work, and collaboration!   
 
 
Research Committee 
Chair – Danielle Philbrick, Stantec 
Vice Chair – Vacant 
Secretary – Vacant 
 
Water Resources Committee 
Chair – Kenny Janssen, GSI Water Solutions 
Vice Chair – Rodrigo Prugue, GSI Water Solutions 
Secretary – Austin Patch, Summit Water Resources 
 
Water Quality Committee 
Chair – Aaron Duke, Hazen and Sawyer 
Vice Chair – Victoria Nystrom, Hazen and Sawyer 
Secretary – Gary Tollefson, Skagit PUD (taking over in May following the annual conference) 
 
Water Treatment Committee 
Chair – Tess Young, Jacobs 
Vice Chair – Julia Cummings, Carollo 
Secretary – Conner Mancosky, Carollo 
 
 
*Repeat as needed. If a committee role is currently unassigned, use “Vacant” in lieu of name 
and organization.  
 
 
 


