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Director Appointed by Governor
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(IWRB)
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• Water rights administration
• Delivery of water/water rights
• Other regulatory functions
• Hydrology – Tech Services

•Water planning
•Water projects & financing
•Water Bank
•Minimum stream flow water       

rights
•Problem solving

Shared Staff









Drought Processes

 Water Supply Committee

 Drought Declarations

 Idaho Drought Plan

 Sustainability Plan



Drought Planning – Idaho Water Supply 
Committee

•Chaired by IDWR

•Collect water supply data and information from 
various sources and agencies 

NRCS Weather Service
BOR USGS
Idaho Power Corps of Engineers
Others



• Disseminate water supply data and information to 
various places where it is needed

Water Districts/State Watermasters
Irrigation Districts/Canal Companies
Reservoir Operators
Cities
Media
General Public

Drought Planning – Idaho Water Supply 
Committee



Drought Planning – Idaho Water Supply 
Committee

• Provide water supply/drought information to those 
in the water-user community so they can make 
decisions to deal with drought

• Better informed water managers, canal managers, 
reservoir operators

• Minimize economic impacts from drought



Drought  - Water Right Administration

• Prior-Appropriation water right system designed for 
water supply variability

• If not enough water to go around, an orderly system 
is in place to curtail water uses to match supply

• Idaho has strong system on water right 
administration – although conjunctive administration 
has introduced significant challenges





Drought Declarations 
Legal Reference

 Idaho Code § 42-222A  (added in 1993)

Upon declaration of drought emergency by 
IDWR Director & approval by Governor

Authorizes IDWR to allow temporary 
water right transfers or exchanges 

 Provides an expedited but temporary 
transfer or exchange process



Temporary Changes

 Changes in point of diversion, place of use, 
purpose of use

 $50 application fee

 No advertising required



Temporary Changes

 IDWR not required to make findings needed 
in normal transfer process such as:

 injury 

 enlargement 

 local public interest 

Recipient assumes these risks



Temporary Changes

 Changes are to provide a replacement water 
supply for uses that normally have a full 
supply except for drought

 Expires at end of year or season



Declaration Process:

County Commission Makes 
Request to IDWR*

IDWR Director Declares Drought
(with findings)

Governor Approves/Signs
Drought Declaration

Copies of Governor ‘s 
Declaration sent to County & 

BHS

* County request not always based on need for temporary water right changes







Idaho Drought Plan  

• Guidance/reference for managing water shortages

• Originally developed in 1990; Revised 1995, 2001
• Plan maintained by Water Supply Committee

• Currently outdated
• Next update will be initiated January, 2017
• Evaluating other state plans in 2016



Idaho Draft Sustainability Plan  

• Governor requests sustainability policy - 2012
• sustain water supplies to satisfy current uses and meet 

future needs in accordance with Sate law and policy

• IWRB currently completing policy
• Public release – May, 2016
• Public hearings – summer, 2016
• Adoption – November, 2016
• Submit to 2017 Legislature – January, 2017



Idaho Draft Sustainability Plan  

• Strategies 
• Inventory water supply, current uses & future needs
• Develop plans to address state area supply shortages 
• Identify, prioritize and implement alternatives and 

projects to optimize supplies
• Aquifer stabilization projects/efforts
• Enhance water transfer mechanisms, policy, 

regulations
• Identify water conservation measures
• Enhance surface water storage supply

• Milestones are identified in policy



Idaho Draft Sustainability Plan  

• Funding for Sustainability & on-going Aquifer 
Stabilization & Recharge: 
• 2014 - $5 million of cigarette taxes to stabilization
• 2015 - $4 million one time for aquifer recharge
• 2016 - $5 million cigarette tax cont. through 2019

$5 million additional from general funds
$2.5 million one-time payment 



ESPA Recharge for Aquifer Stabilization 
and Recovery – Costs & Timeline

•200,000 AF/year average in 2019 (+/-)

•250,000 AF/year average full build-out in 2025 (+/-)

•$25M capital cost

•$2-to-3M/year ongoing, for operations, maintenance, 
and replacements 

•Schedule contingent on adequate resources (Cigarette 
Tax funds)







Questions?


