
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
2019 Annual Report 

Presented by the King County Subsection, PNWS-AWWA 
February 12, 2020 



 

 

2 0 1 9 - 2 0  A n n u a l  R e p o r t                   P a g e  1 | 22 

  
 

Table of Contents 
Subsection Officer Information ........................................................................................................................... 2 
Subsection Activities Summary ............................................................................................................................ 3 
Events and Training Sessions ............................................................................................................................... 3 
Proposed Schedule of Meetings and Events ..................................................................................................... 10 
Subsection Goals ................................................................................................................................................ 11 
Bank Signature Card - Listing the PNWS Executive Director as a Signee ........................................................... 12 
Affiliation Agreement Signed by the Subsection President/Chair ..................................................................... 13 
Conflict of Interest Statements (Signed by Each Subsection Officer) ................................................................ 15 
Subsection Financials ......................................................................................................................................... 18 

Balance Sheet................................................................................................................................................. 18 
Profit/Loss Statement .................................................................................................................................... 19 
Cash Receipts and Expenses Report .............................................................................................................. 20 
Allotment Request ......................................................................................................................................... 21 

For More Information ........................................................................................................................................ 22 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

2 0 1 9 - 2 0  A n n u a l  R e p o r t                   P a g e  2 | 22 

Subsection Officer Information 
 

Position Officer Contact Information  Duties 

President 
 
 

Charlie Sovacool   
Consolidated Supply Co 
2203 Inter Ave, Suite A, 
Puyallup, WA 98372 

Office: 425.922.4581 
Fax: 503.684.3254 
charlie.sovacool@consolidatedsupply.com 

Manage, draft agenda and run 
meetings, attend major events, 
draft agenda. 

Vice President Sally Mohr – Covington Water 
District 
18631 SE 300th Place 
Covington, WA 98042 

Office:  253.867.0900 
sally.mohr@covingtonwater.com 

Manage and run meetings in 
absence of President, write 
Water Matters quarterly 
updates, 20/20 Vision SP. 

Treasurer Caren Gallion – Covington 
Water District 
18631 SE 300th Place 
Covington, WA 98042 

Office:  253.867.0890 
caren.gallion@covingtonwater.com 

Fiscal management and records. 
 

Secretary 
 

Joanie Stultz - Brown & Caldwell 
701 Pike Street, Suite 1200 
Seattle, WA 98101 

Office:  206.749.2215 
Cell: 206.499.8282 
jstultz@brwncald.com 

Coordinate agendas with 
President and submit draft/final 
minutes out to members to 
review/approve/post.  

Program 
Director 

Jim Konigsfeld – 
Sammamish Plateau Water 
1510 228th Ave SE  
Sammamish, WA 98075 

Office: 425.295.3217 
Jim.konigsfeld@spwater.org 

Making sure we have a program 
for the year and ensure that 
milestones are met for each 
event, fund raising, postings, 
and pre-class prep. Arrange and 
host BTW event 

Associate  
Program 
Director 

Tammy Whipple – 
Sammamish Plateau Water 
1510 228th Ave SE  
Sammamish, WA 98075 

Office:  425.295.3259 
tammy.whipple@spwater.org 

CEU’s for each class and shadow 
PD. 
SP Liaison. 

Associate  
Program 
Director 

Vacant   Maintain Subsection supplies. 
Arrange/host a social event, and 
shadow APD1. 

Young 
Professionals/  
Student Liaison 

Steven Neubauer 
NE Sammamish Sewer and 
Water District  
3600 Sahalee Way NE, 
Sammamish, WA 98074 

O: 425.765.0166 

steve@nesswd.org 
 

As stated in bylaws, plus 20/20 
Vision Liaison. 

1-Year Director 
(WFP contact 
liaison) 

Brinlee Finzel - Brown & 
Caldwell 
701 Pike Street, Suite 1200 
Seattle, WA 98101 

Office:  206.749.2257   
bfinzel@brwncald.com 

Water for People Liaison 

2-Year Director 
(Competitions 
Coordinator) 

Ted Stonebridge – Sallal Water 
Association 
44021 SE Tanner Road E, North 
Bend, WA 98045 

O: 425.888.3650 
ted@sallal.com  

Competition Coordinator 

3-Year Director 
(Major Events 
Chair) 

Bill Reynolds -PACE Engineers 
11255 Kirkland Way, Suite 300 
Kirkland, WA 98033 

Office: (425) 827-2014 
Cell: (206) 321-1109 
billr@paceengrs.com 

Major Events Chair (Golf) 

Past President Thomas Keown - CWD 
18631 SE 300th Place 
Covington, WA 98042 

Office:  253.867.0900 
Cell:  253.468.3101 
thomas.keown@covingtonwater.com 

Advisory role and general 
oversight 

 

Updated as of: February 12, 2020  
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Subsection Activities Summary  
 
Officers - The 2019 PNWS-AWWA Spring Conference brought some changes to the KCSS leadership. 
We look forward to carrying on the mission of our past officers as well as add improvements and 
refine the visions of our new additions. For the 2020-2021 year, we hope to fill two vacancies and 
retain last year’s officers in their current positions.  
 
We want to thank Michael Norton with Seattle Public Utilities for his involvement in 2019-2020 year. 
Michael was instrumental in coordinating classes, acting as an ambassador to the membership and 
contributing as a King County Subsection officer. 
 
As always, we are always looking for folks who would like to be more involved. We meet regularly, 
once a month. To join us at a meeting, please contact Joanie Stultz at jstultz@brwncald.com.  

 
 

Events and Training Sessions  
The King County Subsection had a busy year filled with classes, charity events, and socials, as well as 
YP and outreach events.  Table 1 provides a summary of the KCSS events with the number of 
attendees held this year, followed by event descriptions and photos for a selection of events.   
 
Table 1:  KCSS Events during the February 2019 – February 2020 Reporting Period 

Event Type Name  Date Attendees* 

Classes Basic Water Works  June 25, 2019 30 

Day with DOH September 18, 2019 57 

Water Loss Control Training  November 7, 2020 16 

Chlorine Testing and Lab Workshop with DOH February 4, 2020 44 

Socials  Water Olympics March 14, 2019 75 (110 
registered) 

Summer Sipping for WFP and E&T June 22, 2019 30 

Charity Golf Tournament for WFP and E&T September 13, 2019 105 

Young 
Professionals  

Educational Site Tour: 2MG Tank Seismic 
Improvement Project at Sammamish Plateau Water  

March 15, 2019 20 

Summer Social with PNCWA at Optimism Brewery June 12, 2019 18 

Educational Tour with City of Renton of active 
construction for the Kennydale Reservoir 

October 18, 2019 25 

UW AWWA-WEF Student Chapter Activities Fair    2 volunteers 

UW AWWA-WEF Student Chapter Resume Night 
and Social  

January 15, 2019 18 

Outreach  Puget Sound Engineering Council Booth to educate 
K-12 on How Water Works 

February 8, 2019 5 volunteers 

*Based on event attendance sign ins and constant context registrations 

mailto:jstultz@brwncald.com
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King County Water Olympics - Best Tasting Water, Meter Madness & Hydrant Hysteria - March 14th,2019 

The King County Water Olympics was held on March 14th at the Brightwater Facility in Woodinville, 
WA.  The winners of each contest moved on to the PNWS-AWWA Section Conference held in 
Vancouver, WA in early May.  This is also a membership appreciation event, with free attendance. 
We had over 70+ attendees and 15 sponsors.  
 

Meter Madness - In its fourth year, Meter Madness continued to 
add excitement during the water judging event. It was the 
dexterity skill set from years of knitting that prevailed when 
nine people stepped up to the table to see who the quickest and 
most nimble water professional would be! Runner up was Tom 
Bagley with Northshore Utility District and first place was Brinlee 
Finzel, Brown and Caldwell, with 43.16 seconds!  Thank you 
Brinlee for representing King County at the Vancouver Regional 
Conference! 

Best Tasting Water - We had 

eight contestants submit 

water samples.  Seattle 

Public Utilities, represented 

by Lynn Kirby, took home the 

Best Tasting Water for 

Treated Systems! Lake Forest Park Water District, represented 

by Alan Kerley and Commissioner Eli Zehner, took home the 

prize for Best Tasting Water for Untreated Systems! Lake Forest 

Park Water District moved on to represent the King County 

subsection at the PNWS-AWWA Regional Conference in 

Vancouver, WA, where they were awarded the Third Place 

Finish! Denny Clouse, North City Water District, Cheryl Capron, 

Chair of the Conference Program Committee, and Dave Griner 

with Mac & Jack’s Brewery, were our esteemed judges who 

represented various parts of the water industry, judged samples 

of water from each contestant’s distribution system.  

Hydrant Hysteria – The Hydrant Hysteria competition closed out 
the evening. Three teams competed, one from the Northshore 
Utility District and two from the Covington Water District (CWD). 
CWD folks advanced to the section conference! CWD's first place 
team had a time of 1.35.42 and the second place team, with a 
time of 1.46.20. The Covington Water District team placed 
second at the regional conference in Vancouver, made up of Jeff Greer, Steve Butcher and Tyler 
Howard will go on to represent the PNWS-AWWA at ACE Denver. 

Meter Madness frenzy at the KC Water 

Olympics. 

CWD’s Jeff Greer, Steve Butcher, Tyler 

Howard with King County Subsection 

Chair, Charlie Sovacool at the KC Water 

Olympics in Woodinville, WA 

Lynn Kirby (SPU) with Commissioner Eli 

Zehner and Alan Kerley (LFPWD) at the 

KC Water Olympics. 
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King County Subsection Hydrant Team Takes Home a Win 
at National ACE Conference – June 12th, 2019 
The Covington Water District’s Wet Bandits, made up of 
Jeff Greer, Steve Butcher and Tyler Howard, placed 
second at the regional conference in Vancouver, WA in 
May 2019 along with the first place team from the City of 
Hillsboro Oregon. Both teams advanced to represent the 
Pacific Northwest Section of the AWWA at the Annual ACE 
conference, held in Denver Colorado. The Wet Bandits 
advanced after day one to the finals where they finished 
with the best time of 1.32.15 minutes, earning them 3rd 
place nationally.  
 
Great job representing the King County Subsection and 
the PNWS!  
 
 
Summer Sipping for Water For People – June 22nd, 2019 

The Second Annual Summer Sipping event was held at Flatstick Pub in Pioneer Square on June 22nd, 
2019! Summer Sipping was the summer kickoff to prepare our membership for the season of fun 
and sun. With golf tournament season just around the corner, this was an opportunity to brush up 
on putting skills. Attendees who showed up enjoyed appetizers, two drink tickets, and a full night of 
entertainment while they worked their way around Seattle through putts on a 9-hole mini-golf 
course. Net proceeds went to the Philanthropic Advisory Committee (PAC) to benefit Water For 
People, Education and Training fund (E&T) and the Water Equation.   

 
Basic Water Works Class at the City of Bellevue  
King County Subsection held a Basic Water Works Class at the Bellevue Service Center on July 25th, 
2019 with over 30 participants. The course provided a basic understanding of water systems, 
sources, treatment, conveyance, and water quality protection. The intended audience was new 
utility workers, administrative staff and others who are new to the industry and would benefit from 
an understanding of basic concepts and terminology. Some of the topics discussed included 
overview of water systems, regulations and contaminates, water sources, hydrology and hydraulics, 
treatment and disinfection, water quality monitoring, water quality protection practices, 
construction and maintenance and disaster response.  
 
Day with Department of Health (DOH) Class  
Day with DOH Workshop was held on September 18th, 2019 and included presentations by and 
discussion with the Department of Health's Office of Drinking Water staff on a variety of topics 
relevant to operating public water supplies.  Topic covered included revised Total Coliform Rule, 
three years later, the Arsenic Treatment Optimization Program, Sallal vandalism incident, 
Disinfection By-Products review, drought response, building water systems, Lead & Copper update, 
introduction to Surface Water Treatment Publication, PFAS update and needs assessment.  
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King County Young Professionals Site Tour with the City of Renton 
On Friday, October 18, 2019, the City of Renton 
hosted a site tour of their new 1.29 MG Kennydale 
reservoir. When constructed, the reservoir will be 
103-ft tall, 50-ft in diameter with a 350 CY 
concrete mat slab and 80 auger cast piles ranging 
from 46 to 52-ft deep. The City of Renton, 
Murraysmith, Peterson Structural Engineers, and 
HWA Geosciences where all on site to discuss and 
answer questions about their respective roles and 
contributions to the project. The tour was 
exclusively held on the active construction site 
where attendees got to see and hear about the 
design and construction process of the vaults, piping, auger cast pilings, and the concrete mat.  
 
A post-tour social was hosted by Murraysmith at Four Generals Brewing in Renton. Thank you!    
 
Water Loss Control Training Workshop, 
November 2019  
King County Subsection hosted this technical 
workshop on November 7th, 2019 at the City 
of Issaquah’s Public Works Operations Facility 
to provide instruction on the AWWA M36 
Water Audits and Loss Control methodology 
and software. Attendees learned the methods 
and technologies to economically control 
water and revenue losses by managing 
leakage and pressure.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Attendees observe the tank retrofit on the YP Site tour, 
hosted by the City of Renton. 

Attendees at the Water Loss Control Class.  
Photo credit: Cheryl Capron 
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Golf Tournament Success! Annual King County Charity Golf Tournament September 13th, 2019 at Druid’s 
Glen, Covington, WA 
The Annual Golf Tournament was again a success! We had 15 sponsors for the 2019 PNWS-AWWA 
Charity Golf Tournament at Druid’s Glen Golf Club in Covington, WA! We are grateful for our 
sponsors and attendees presence and support for our membership and cause! Because of the 
support received from our sponsors, we were able to donate $3,000 to the Education and Training 
Fund and approximately $1,100 to Water for People this year!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Subsection’s Strategic Planning and Budget Meeting 
King County Subsection officers met (in-person and by 
conference call) on December 11th, 2019 to revisit the 
KCSS mission and vision and to also establish goals by 
committee for 2020 and 2021. This included early 
discussion of classes, socials, charitable giving events, etc. 
We also spent some time discussing succession planning 
and how to get more membership involved at the 
subsection and membership levels.  
 
 
 

UW AWWA-WEF Student Chapter Events- Resume Review 
Night  
KCSS partnered with the local King County Pacific 
Northwest Clean Water Association (PNCWA) chapter to 
host a resume night with the student chapter of AWWA-
WEF in preparation for the University of Washington Civil 
and Environmental Engineering Career Fair, as well as a 
social after the fair. The resume night on January 15th, 
2020 provided an opportunity for UW students to drop in 
and get their resume reviewed by a Young Professional. 
We had a great group of students and YP’s for the event, 
along with pizza sponsored by the KCSS and PNCWA.  
 

YPs and students gather for the post UW Career 
Fair Social at Shultzy’s on the Ave 

Some of the officers during Strategic Plan 
and Budgeting meeting. 
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Networking Social with UW AWWA-WEF Students and AWWA and PNCWA Professionals  
YPs joined with the UW AWWA-WEF student group for drinks, food, and networking following the 
University of Washington CEE career fair on January 23rd, 2020 to debrief and share experiences of 
what to expect in the working world. The social provided a great opportunity for students to talk 
with YP’s and connect. Thanks to the AWWA 2020 Vision Committee and PNCWA for sponsoring the 
event.  
 
Puget Sound Engineering Council (PSEC) Fair, February 8th, 2020  
King County Sub Section YP’s collaborated with the Engineering Committee for the annual Puget 
Sound Engineering Council (PSEC) fair on Saturday, February 8th, 2020. We were glad to be back 
after getting snowed out of the event last year. Volunteers operated the booth throughout the day 
to educate K-12 attendees about water filtration and flow through a water filtration and a flow 
meter set-up.  The event provided a great opportunity to spread awareness about the importance of 
water in our lives and how students can get involved with AWWA and the water industry.  Thanks to 
Josh Kennedy (Jacobs) for organizing the event and for the King County Sub Section and Engineering 
Committee for sponsoring the booth. 
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Chlorine Residual Testing and Lab Skills Workshop  
This training was taught by Office of Drinking 
Water staff on February 4th, 2020 in Kent, 
Washington to provide increased knowledge and 
experience as recommended by the Disinfection 
Data Integrity Project (2015).   Both morning and 
afternoon classes with 22 students (capped for space 

and material limits)  provided drinking water 
operators with a better understanding of good lab 
skills and chlorine measurement techniques and 
why they matter. It also provided operators with 
hands on skills to answer the questions: How do I 
know my instrument is working? 2) How do I know 
that the residual that I measure is real? And, how 
good is my technique? 0.3 CEUS were earned for each half day sessions.  
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Attendees at the Chlorine Residual Workshop.  
Photo credit: Jim Konigsfeld 
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Proposed Schedule of Meetings and Events  
For 2020-2021, the subsection plans on offering classes to help our members meet their CEU 
requirements and events to provide opportunities for networking and relationship building. Below 
are some classes and social events we plan on providing this upcoming year. Future events will be 
posted to the website, https://sites.google.com/a/pnws-awwa.org/king-county-subsection/events,.  
 
Classes:  

• Control Valve Operations and maintenance – June  

• Customer Service – October  
 
Socials:  

• 2020 King County Water Olympics - Best Tasting Water, Meter Madness & Hydrant Hysteria - 
March 12th, 2020  

• YP Summer Social (TBD) 
 
 Education:  

• Educational Tour and Social (TBD) 
 

Monthly Officer Meetings  
The Subsection generally meets every month and as necessary to address time sensitive concerns 
that come forward between meetings. The next officer meeting will be Wednesday, February 19th, 
2020, with a meeting to follow in March and April and again shortly after the PNWS-AWWA Spring 
Conference when the new officers begin their term. In an effort to facilitate turn over and new 
leadership within the Subsection, a guest is invited to our regular meeting, to learn more about the 
subsection and activities in anticipation that they may consider serving the Subsection in the future.  
 

 
 
  

https://sites.google.com/a/pnws-awwa.org/king-county-subsection/events
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Subsection Vision Statement  
Provide training and social networking for our membership and be a trusted resource for the 

drinking water industry. 

Subsection Goals 
The subsection annually defines the goals for the following year and has identified the following: 
 

• Produce four training classes: We traditionally have used the Seattle Public Utilities Training 
Facility (JTF) and the City of Bellevue Training Center, both of which are provided at no cost 
to the Subsection and will look for additional locations to serve our members throughout the 
section; 

• Host at least three non-training social events: Past events have included Golf tournament, 
King County Water Olympics (Best Tasting Water Contest, Meter Madness and Hydrant 
Hysteria), Young Professional’s Trivia Night, Summer Sipping;  

• Support Young Professional events through sponsorship of socials and support with planning 
education tours.  

• Generate funds to donate to worthy causes, with a focus on reaching our E&T Fund total 
needed to form a named scholarship in the subsection’s name ($10,000).  In the past, 
organizations KCSS has donated to included Water for People, Engineers without Borders, 
Hopelink and the PNWS-AWWA E&T Fund;  

• Increase membership and event attendance. Membership is promoted at training and non-
training events though the dissemination of the AWWA Membership pamphlet as well 
allowing non-members to participate in the Best Tasting Water competition through which 
the prize is converted into a one year membership; 

• Submit useful information to Water Matters about our Subsection activities and events on a 
quarterly basis; 

• Balanced Officer Rotation: Through proactive marketing and recruitment of new potential 
officers, we seek to maintain a balanced representation of the subsection geographically as 
well as from the industry public employees, consultants and suppliers. We currently have 6 
representatives from public/private utilities, 3 consultants and 1 supplier as officers from 
throughout King County.  

 

Focus Areas for 2020-2021 
Two focus areas, outside of our goals are as follows:   

• Board Succession Planning 
o Develop one-pager sheet with board roles and responsibilities  
o Add webmaster role with specific responsibilities  

• Organizational Stewardship  
o Partnerships with other Subsections on Classes, Water Olympics, sponsorship 

methods 
o Focus on local partnerships with South Sound and NW Subsection 
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Bank Signature Card - Listing the PNWS Executive Director as a Signee 
The bank signature card listing the PNWS Executive Director is complete. There is sensitive 
information on this form. Please contact Caren Gallion, Treasurer for a copy of this, if needed. We do 
not want to include this information on this annual report for security reasons.  
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Affiliation Agreement Signed by the Subsection President/Chair and Vice 
President 
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Conflict of Interest Statements (Signed by Each Subsection Officer) 
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Past President 

Program Director 
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Subsection Financials  
Balance Sheet  
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Profit/Loss Statement  
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   Cash Receipts and Expenses Report  
 

 
  

Blanked Out 



 

 

2 0 1 9 - 2 0  A n n u a l  R e p o r t                   P a g e  21 | 22 

Allotment Request    
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For More Information 
This concludes the 2019 PNWS-AWWA KCSS Annual Report. For additional information, to suggest 
future educational/networking offerings or to sign up for email notification for any upcoming King 
County Subsection events, please go to the subsection webpage at www.pnws-awwa.org or contact 
Subsection President Charlie Sovacool at charlie.sovacool@consolidatedsupply.com or 425.922.4581 
or Secretary, Joanie Stultz at jstultz@brwncald.com or 206.499.8282.  
 

 

http://www.pnws-awwa.org/
mailto:charlie.sovacool@consolidatedsupply.com
mailto:jstultz@brwncald.com

