
Providing Earth’s Most Critical Resource

A brief history and current status of SUEZ (Boise Operation), an 

investor owned public water supply
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 1881

 The first piped water system in Boise was 

installed. H.B. and B.M. Eastman installed 

the water line to supply water for the 

Overland  Hotel. 

 1889

 The City of Boise granted a franchise to 

the Eastman brothers to lay pipes in the 

city streets and supply domestic water to 

the city. 

 1913

 The Public Utilities Commission was 

formed to regulate domestic water supply 

rates. 
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1928

 What was called the Boise Artesian Water 

Company was reorganized as the Boise 

Water Corporation and in July became 

affiliated with General Water Works 

Corporation.

1946

 Boise Water Corporation was purchased by 

General Water Works of Pine Bluff, 

Arkansas. 

1995

 The Boise Water Corporation became 

affiliated with United Water Resources 

when the General Water Works Corporation 

and United Water Resources merged.  At 

the time, approximately 30 percent of 

United Water Resources stock was owned 

by Suez Lyonnaise des Eaux.



1995

Boise Water Corporation changed the name 

to United Water Idaho.  

2000

Suez acquired the outstanding stock of 

United Water Resources.

2009

Suez Environment formed as a result of a 

merger between GDF and Suez. 

2015

Suex Environnement changed the name to 

SUEZ



Serving the Boise Area

Serving 240,000+ people (89,000+ 

connections)

1,200 miles of mains (2”-30”)

84 wells

2 surface treatment plants

97 employees



Part of the Community



Partner in Education

Summer Internship Program

Water Efficient Landscaping 

classes

i-STEM education

“Incredible Aquifer” activity

Drew Powell - CS Intern

Kevin O’Neill – IT Intern



Regulatory Environment

SUEZ is regulated by:

• Idaho Public Utilities Commission

(Rates, operations, customer issues)

• Idaho Department of Water Resources

(Water rights, supply)

• Idaho Department of Environmental Quality

(State Drinking Water Rules)

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

(Federal regulations, including Safe Drinking Water Act)



Source of Supply – Surface Water

Surface Water Rights

Priority dates range from 1889 to 

2001

Storage contracts with the Bureau 

of Reclamation for space in Lucky 

Peak and Anderson Ranch Dam

Natural flow rights

Snake River “Exchange” rights

Shares held in canal companies

Basin 63 Rental Pool as needed



Surface Water Treatment – Columbia WTP



Surface Water Treatment – Marden WTP



Source of Supply – Groundwater 

Groundwater Rights 

Diverted from multiple locations 

throughout SUEZ’ service 

territory

Priority dates range from 1895 

to 2002



SUEZ (Boise Operation) Problem Contaminants

THREE MOST PROBLEMATIC 

CONTAMINANTS IN BOISE:

Arsenic

Uranium

Tetrachloroethylene

2 of the above contaminants are naturally occurring 

and one is the result of improper disposal.



ARSENIC
Arsenic (MCL = 10 ppb)

Naturally occurring trace element 

found in rocks & soils.

Enters drinking water supplies from water’s 

contact with the natural deposits in the earth.

Recognized as a toxic element and is also 

considered a human health concern because it 

can contribute to skin, bladder, lungs, kidney, 

nasal passages, liver, and prostate.

UWID Results

 In the 70 sources of supply used during 2013, 

UWID sources had the following ranges:

Minimum – 0 (non-detect)

Maximum – 7 ppb

Average – 2 ppb

We no longer use 3 sources due to high arsenic 

levels.

Testing frequency – quarterly, annually or every 

3 years. (At DEQ discretion)



URANIUM URANIUM (MCL = 30 ppb)

Naturally occurring radioactive metal that 

occurs in low concentrations in certain types 

of soils and rocks, especially granites.

Uranium in groundwater is a result of the 

dissolution of uranium bearing minerals that 

have been in contact with groundwater for 

long periods of time. 

UWID URANIUM LEVELS

Minimum = 0 (ND)

Maximum = 24 ppb

Average = 6.3 ppb 

Health Effects of Uranium

 Intakes of uranium exceeding EPA 

standards can lead to increased cancer risk, 

liver damage, or both. 

Testing Frequency - quarterly, annually, or 

every 3, 6, or 9 years.(DEQ discretion)



TETRACHLOROETHYLENE (aka Perc)

TETRACHLOROETHYLENE (MCL = 5 ppb)

 A nonflammable, liquid solvent used in dry cleaning, 

wood processing, fabric manufacturing, and metal 

degreasing. 

CONTAMINATION

 When perc is improperly disposed or spilled, some of it 

will evaporate into the air. The rest will seep into the soil. 

It may mix with ground water and contaminate water 

supplies. 

 Perc is shown to cause liver cancer, kidney cancer, and 

leukemia in laboratory animals. 

UWID 

 5 wells have detectable Perc, but < 5 ppb

 2 wells with Perc>5 ppb.

 2 GAC treatment facilities to remove it 

 Testing Frequency – quarterly, annually, or every 3, 6, 

or 9 years. (DEQ discretion)





Investing in the System

CAPITAL INVESTMENTS:

$62.7 million from 2015 to 2019



Thank you.

Questions?


