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OFFICIALS CHART PLANS FOR POSSIBILITY OF EARLY 
WATER CONSERVATION 

April 3, 1992
Get a good jump on the warm planting weather and wash the winter grime off windows and cars 
can.Portland officials may put the squeeze on the taps by summer, asking for voluntary water 
not rain in the spring, we are looking at instituting conservation programs early,'' Mike Rosenberger, 
administrator, said Thursday.Bull Run reservoirs, which provide water to about 750,000 customers in 
some suburbs,......

DROUGHT MAY LEAD TO MANDATORY WATER 
RESTRICTION

June 25, 1992
The Bull Run system depends on a snowpack that failed to materialize last winter Oregon's drought 
may lead to mandatory restrictions on water use for Washington County residents who get Bull Run 
water from Portland. But residents who depend on the Hillsboro-Forest Grove-Beaverton system have 
plenty of water in storage. The Bull Run system, which depends on a snowpack that failed to 
materialize last winter, faces a serious shortage in stored water....

CITY'S BACKUP WATER WELLS FAIL TO FULFILL PROMISE
August 2, 1992 

Before Portland drilled a single well along the south bank of the Columbia River, Water Bureau 
officials knew they risked having chemical pollution enter their well field. But the bureau decided 
that having a backup system to Bull Run, the city's water reserve on the slopes of Mount Hood, was 
worth the risk. A decade later, Portlanders are living with the consequences of the bureau's decision 
to tap the well field. Now, in a drought, the city does not have an adequate backup...

RAIN, RAIN, DON'T GO AWAY
August 7, 1992 

People, parks and parched lawns revel in the refreshing rainfall Thursday, but the relief will be short-
lived Rain -- that old, wet and long-gone friend -- paid a visit Thursday to Portland and the northern 
Willamette Valley. It was the first measurable rainfall for the area in a month.`` This is a nice rain,'' 
said Ross Walker, spokeswoman for the Portland Water Bureau. She said that homeowners, frustrated 
by a lawn watering ban imposed July 2, were delighted with...

PORTLAND TURNS TO BLUE LAKE WELLS TO RELIEVE 
BULL RUN WATER SUPPLIES

August 17, 1992
Some water customers shouldn't notice a significant change; other customers will need to alter their 
operations When Portland turns on its wells in the Blue Lake aquifer Monday, the change will do 
more than relieve pressures on rapidly dwindling Bull Run water. For more than 400 metropolitan 
area kidney dialysis machine users, soft drink bottlers, breweries, photo processing operations, 
commercial laundries, hospitals, Tektronix Inc., Fujitsu and other semiconducter...

CITY SET TO START PUMPING FROM LAKE
September 11, 1992

The Portland Water Bureau plans to begin adding 40 million gallons of water a day to its diminishing 
reserves Friday by tapping a mountain lake in the Mount Hood National Forest. Bureau officials had 
hoped to begin pumping from Bull Run Lake on Wednesday or Thursday, but the project in the far 
eastern reaches of the Bull Run Watershed ran into delays. The delays were caused by problems in 
anchoring three barges in the lake and installing fish screens around a large pump, said...

BE PATIENT ABOUT YOUR DIRTY CAR
September 26, 1992

Recent rainfall means that some restrictions could end before Dec. 3, the original target date OK, so 
it rained this week. Can I wash my car now? No, but you probably won't have to wait until Dec. 3 to 
do it. So when? Stay tuned and stay patient. The immediate effect of the rain is that the easing of 
restrictions will occur before the original Dec. 3 target date. That date was a worst-case scenario, 
predicated on the dire possibility of a complete lack of rain....
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Institutions
• Water Utility Climate Alliance (www.wucaonline.org)
• Climate Impacts Research Consortium (CIRC) projects and resources (http://pnwcirc.org/)
• Northwest Climate Science Center 

(https://www.nwclimatescience.org/)
• AWWA Climate Change Committee 

Reports
• Climate Change in the Northwest (Dalton et al., 2013) available from Oregon Climate Change 

Research Institute (OCCRI) webpage
• National Climate Assessment 2014 available online
• EPA Climate Ready Water Utilities Adaptation Strategies Guide
• AWWA climate change manual (forthcoming 2017)

Tools
• EPA CREAT (Climate Resilience Evaluation & Awareness Tool) from Climate Ready Water 

Utilities



David Peters, P.E. (Principal Engineer): David.Peters@portlandoregon.gov
Kristin Anderson (Hydrologist): Kristin.Anderson@portlandoregon.gov
Kavita Heyn (Climate Science Coordinator): Kavita.Heyn@portlandoregon.gov

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/water/climatechange


